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COSE Announces Second Annual Buy Local Week
Cleveland, May 14, 2010 — I Buy NEO (Northeast Ohio), a program of the Council of Smaller Enterprises (COSE) has named July 3 through July 10 its 2nd annual “Buy Local Week” to encourage northeast Ohio residents to purchase goods from regional vendors.  Within the week, consumers are being asked to redirect $100 to locally owned businesses.

Shoppers are encouraged to logon to www.ibuyneo.com to complete a promise form.  Here they will also be able to download COSE’s “100 Ways to Buy Local” which effectively details how small changes in spending can make a huge difference.  If everyone in Northeast Ohio redirects $100 to a locally owned business, the local economic impact would reach approximately $48 million, creating jobs and many other opportunities for the region.

And as a special thank you for promising to spend $100 locally, participants will receive a Buy Local discount card they can use in the month of July saving them money at over 40 local attractions, restaurants, and events. 

On July 12, COSE will announce how many millions of dollars were redirected to support Northeast Ohio vendors, which will in turn go towards making Northeast Ohio and the surrounding area a more profitable and growing region.  

Buy Local Week is an important initiative as it helps to level the playing field.  Small businesses often times do not have the marketing budgets and resources to compete with the big box retailers.  Buying from locally owned businesses creates jobs in the region and keeps our neighborhoods unique and thriving. 

About COSE
COSE is one of Ohio’s largest small business support organizations, striving to help small businesses grow and maintain their independence. Comprised of more than 17,000 member companies, COSE has a long history of fighting for the rights of all small business owners, whether it’s through group purchasing programs for health care, workers’ compensation, or energy, advocating for specific changes in legislation or regulation to benefit small business, or providing a forum and resource for small businesses to connect with and learn from each other. (www.cose.org)
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